
Social Studies
Citizen Talk: Valuing Voice

A child’s first experience as a citizen occurs in the family. Each member is unique and contributes 
different qualities to the family, just as a citizen does within the community. Families set the foundation 
for collaborative conversations by valuing each member's voice in small conversations that occur 
naturally over time. In this task, students and families will spend some time valuing each other's voices 
through planning for, and participating in, fun and interesting conversations! 

First, be sure that your family has chosen a time for this task. 
Then:
• Decide who will participate in this conversation.
• Think about a topic you would all like to talk about.
• Agree on ground rules. Things to think about:

• How will you be sure everyone has a chance to share their thinking?
• What does good listening look like?
• Can we ask questions when someone is sharing their thinking?
• Is it ok to disagree? If so, what words would we use?

• Begin your conversation by saying, 
"Let's have a conversation about _______."

• Remember to be respectful and have fun!
• Reflect on how the conversation went. Did each person feel 

like they had a voice in the conversation? 
• Plan your next family conversation!

Possible Ideas for a Collaborative Conversation:
 What in our world is unfair?
 What does this quote mean to you: “The time is always right to do 

what is right?” – Martin Luther King Jr.
 What makes you happy?
 How has the world changed in your lifetime?
 What makes you mad?
 What does this quote mean to you: “Life is a gift.” – Unknown

Possible Things to Say:
 I was wondering...

 I have a connection I'd like to share...
 What were you thinking when that happened?
 Can you tell me more?
 I agree with...
 I had a different idea....
 Why do you think that?
 Thank you for sharing your thinking!

Share Your Experience:
 In writing 
 Through drawings
 By speaking with others about it
 In an email, or video, to a relative or friend

Some things to think about: 
How do we engage in thoughtful conversations? 
What do thoughtful conversations look and sound like? 
How do we challenge one another's opinions? 
How can we build on one another's ideas? 


